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America’s Epidemic of Violence Against the Homeless 


Homeless Americans from all walks of life have been victimized by hate crimes. Many of the victims of lethal assaults are older homeless men. 
Lenny Silverberg’s starkly beautiful paintings capture the suffering etched on the faces of homeless people the artist observed struggling to survive. 


by the National Coalition for the 
Homeless 


WASHINGTON, DC. — Hate Crimes 
Against the Homeless: America’s 
Growing Epidemic of Violence is a shock- 
ing new report on the growth of bias- 
motivated crimes of hate against 
America’s homeless populace. 

The report, released on August 16, 
2010, by the National Coalition for the 
Homeless (NCH), documents an epidemic 
of hate crimes around the nation, includ- 
ing: dousing homeless people with gaso- 
line and setting them aflame; rape in 
exchange for shelter; lethal beatings and 
shootings; spray-painting and stomping 
people to death while they’re sleeping; 
and gang initiations involving stabbings 
and beatings of homeless victims. 

_ This past year has the horrifying dis- 
tinction of being among the deadliest in 
the 11 years since the NCH.began track- 
ing and interviewing thousands of home- 
less individuals impacted by hate crimes. 

With 43 known deaths, 2009 was the 
most lethal year for attacks on homeless 
people since 2000. Violence against home- 
less people occurred from coast to coast, in 
virtually every area of the nation. 

Although NCH has attempted to care- 
fully document the number and severity of 
attacks, the report also acknowledges that 
since the homeless community is treated so 


poorly. in our society, many more attacks 
go unreported, or are ignored. These 
crimes are believed to be motivated by the 
perpetrators’ bias against homeless individ- 
uals or their ability to target homeless peo- 


ple with relative ease. 


“On behalf of any and every victim of 
bias-motivated crime, we must remain 
committed to the cause of justice, honest 
stewards of truth and capable recorders of 
the endless narrative of hate,’ said NCH 
Executive Director Neil Donovan. 

The number of unhoused individuals 
targeted by hate has consistently grown 
over the past decade. This year’s report 
draws an especially gruesome and disturb- 
ing trend in the frequency and manner of 
the offenses. Violent, often fatal, attacks 
on homeless Americans now outnumber 
all other categories of hate crimes com- 
bined. Over the past 11 years, there are 
more than double the amount of homeless 
hate crime deaths than there are for all 
other protected classes. 

In all, 1,074 reported acts of bias-moti- 
vated violence have’ been committed 
against homeless individuals between 
1999-2010. In many cases, the hate 
crimes were lethal. Nearly one in three 
attacks ended in death, and a total of 291 
homeless individuals have lost their lives 
as a result of the attacks. 

The data compiled by NCH also sug- 
gests that the perpetrators of these attacks 


often are young men and teenaged boys. 
In 2009, 80 percent of the attacks against 
homeless people were committed by peo- 
ple under 30 years of age, and 98 percent 
of perpetrators were men.’ 

The NCH report includes descriptions 
of each case of violence against homeless 
individuals by housed individuals. The 
report also describes legislation that 
would help protect homeless people, and 
recommendations for advocates to help 
prevent violence against the homeless. 

These crimes of hate are committed 
against a community of vulnerable indi- 
viduals who are at risk because they live 
outside or in public spaces. Many of our 
cities do not have adequate, affordable 
housing or shelter space to meet the need, 
and as a result, a large percentage of the 
homeless populace is unsheltered. 

The following case descriptions show 
the frequency of these year-long assaults 
and murder. These harrowing descriptions 
of violent attacks and hate crimes are a 
wake-up call for local officials, the federal 
government — and every citizen concerned 
about the deadly acts of cruelty directed a 
the poorest among us. 


Serial Rapist and Killer 
Targets Homeless Women 
Cleveland, Ohio 


January 1, 2009—October 1, 2009: 
The murders of at least 11 homeless 
women may finally be solved after an 
Ohio court allowed prosecutors to present 
testimonial evidence linking Anthony 
Sowell, 50, to the murders. At least four 
women who survived his advances will 
testify against him, adding assault to the 
list of allegations that includes aggravated 
murder, rape, and corpse abuse. 

The attacks took place over a two-year 


Paintings by Lenny 
Silverberg 


period of 2007-2009, and all his victims 
were homeless women. Sowell may have 
been able to evade police for an extended 
period of time because many of his vic- 
tims were not reported missing until 
months after they were killed. Authorities 
said Sowell lured homeless women into 
his home where their remains were found 
last fall. At least six of the murders 
occurred between January 1 and October 
1, 2009. Sowell has pled not guilty and 
faces the death penalty if convicted. 


Homeless Man Brutally 


Stabbed to Death 
Woodstock, Illinios 


January 19, 2009: Kyle Morgan, age 
24, was accused of the brutal murder of a 
28-year-old homeless man on January 19, 
2009. Although the individual attack 
seemed random, Morgan had planned to 
attack a homeless man for some time. The 
homeless man died of multiple stab 
wounds and a collapsed lung. 

Morgan was captured after he left the 
murder weapon at the scene of the crime. 
Soon after an arrest warrant was issued 
for his arrest, Morgan fled to Tennessee 
where he hit two pedestrians on the side- 
walk when he attempted to flee from 
Tennessee State Troopers. 


Homeless Man Killed By 
Massive Head Injury 


Santa Barbara, California 


February 3, 2009: Ross Stiles, 43, 
died at Cottage Hospital from a massive 
head injury, according to police. Stiles 
was a homeless man who lived in Santa 
Barbara. Friends of Stiles told police they 
saw two males confront Stiles, eventually 
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Se ec rm eSeminar 


by Rocky Neptun 


“Mommy, I’m hungry,” the little girl 
cried as she stood shivering in the cold 
wind, waiting for food. The image has 
never left me... and now*that I am semi- 
retired, I want to be part of an effort mak- 
ing sure no more children starve on San 
Diego city streets. 

I want to help buy a catering truck. A 
fellow member of the San Diego Renters 
Union, who was once homeless, has 
received a modest settlement and has 
agreed to match whatever the Renters 
Union can raise toward buying a food 
truck to feed the homeless. 

As someone who spent their teen years 
on the streets of New York City, I learned 
very early, as I camped under a hedge at 
New York University, that whatever didn’t 
fit in a backpack was useless. I had no pos- 
sessions, sO possessions did not possess 
me. But I did know hunger and, often, 
what crimes against society — and oneself 
— it took to obtain money for food. 

In 2004, I defied San Diego police to 
feed hungry children. I took action togeth- 
er with Norma Rossi, the 70-year-old fire- 
brand who ran the San Diego Inter-Faith 
Coalition for the Homeless, several 
Nazarene ministers, two fundamentalist 
preachers and about a dozen students. We 
cut the lock on the gate at 14th and 
Broadway and allowed volunteers onto a 

city-owned, empty lot to begin setting up 
~ tables to distribute warm food and clothes. 

For almost 10 years, the lot had been a 
regular nightly venue for homeless per- 
sons, seniors, the disabled and others who 
had no money to buy food. No means test, 
no guilt trip, no judgments, and no ques- 
tion of worthiness; just people of faith, 
after 2000 years, still doing what the orig- 
inal Christian did — feeding the hungry. 

But a wealthy condo developer, a 
member of the oligarchy who controls 
city government, bought the property 
opposite the feeding area and didn’t want 
his prospective $450,000 condo buyers to 
see the poor on the opposite corner. 

In cahoots with the very corruptible 
downtown City Councilman Byron Wear 
and others bought off in the City 
Manager’s office and General Services of 
the Planning Department, a charade was 
created where the developer threatened to 
sue the city because the lot was not zoned 
for outdoor meals. The city quickly buck- 
led and ordered the church groups to quit 
their nightly feedings. 

It was done so quickly that homeless 
activists didn’t even have an opportunity 
to point out that no such zoning restriction 
existed, that the feeding program could 
have been “‘grandfathered” and that all the 
city had to do was declare a homeless 
emergency and they would have needed 
no justification or legal defense for the 
continuation of the feeding program. 

The next day, after our defiance, city 
officials quickly signed a lease with the 
developer and when we arrived the next 
night, the entire area was filled with con- 
struction trucks, while police cars blocked 
the entrance and threatened to arrest any- 
one who entered with trespassing. 

For several nights, those people of 
highly seasoned faith, including Mid-City 
Nazarene Church members and a few 
Quakers, continued to feed the poor on 

14th Street adjacent to the lot, in spite of 
increasingly belligerent police officers 
who made threats of arrest. 

Alas, imprisonment for justice is for 
saints and those with independent 
incomes. Most of us working stiffs, stu- 
dents and retirees couldn’t handle the 
fines, So we stopped our defiance of greed 
and inhumanity, just as the wonderful 
people at the Salvation Army just up the 
street on Broadway began a nightly feed- 
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No Place at the Table: Feeding the Poor Is a Crime 


Feeding the hungry is an act of faith in many religions. 


Art by Christa Occhiogrosso 


After closing the public feeding facility, San Diego officials 
quickly moved against the Salvation Army and got their 
meal program closed. Then, one by one, they began pick- 
ing off the smaller homeless providers who offered food 
and day shelter. Some churches have resisted. | 


ing schedule. 

It was then that I discovered that the 
whole incident at 14th and Broadway was 
not just about one man’s greed or one cor- 
poration’s political prowess, but was the 
“shot heard ‘round the city” which began 
San Diego’s War on the Homeless. 

Powerful developers, hotel moguls, cor- 
porate CEOs and others who hold the leash 
on city officials, led by the corporate crook 
John Moores and his new taxpayer- 
financed ballpark, wanted the homeless 
gone. They concluded that San Diego’s 
shelter providers weren’t doing enough to 
warehouse them. Then, the fight over 
opening the only 24-hour public restroom 
downtown, led by a charismatic homeless 
man, Larry Milligan, terrified the San 
Diego oligarchy. An organized, militant 
homeless population demanding basic 
human rights would conflict with their 
inflated profit projections, anticipated 
property values and the artificial ambiance 
in America’s Phoniest City. 

San Diego’s class cleansing of the last 
few years has used hunger as its main 
weapon. Daily hassles, sleep deprivation, 
arrests, beatings and even a few high-pro- 
file police assassinations are also weapons 
of choice in San Diego’s economic com- 
bat against a people who have nothing. 

Incredibly, Police Chief William 
Landsdowne has given his officers free 
reign to not only attack the homeless but 
their benefactors. Last May, 74-year-old 
John Ross was grabbed by the head, and 
his arm twisted by police. He was thrown 
to the ground for giving bottles of water to 
the homeless at the corner of K and 15th 


Street. Ross has filed a lawsuit against the 
city, along with two homeless men, Marvin 
Brittan and Myron Hill, who were also 
injured when the officer became violent 
over the water-giving gathering. 

After closing the public feeding facili- 
ty, San Diego officials quickly moved 
against the Salvation Army and got their 
meal program closed. Then, one by one, 
they began picking off the smaller home- 
less providers who offered food and day 
shelter. Some churches have resisted. 

In Pacific Beach, the United Methodist 
Church sued the city after a code enforce- 
ment officer cited the church for its meager, 
once-a-week homeless feeding program on 
church grounds. In 2008, with the first hon- 
est, humane city attorney, Michael Aguirre, 
just elected, San Diego’s economic jihad 
faltered. He settled with the church, recog- 
nizing its First Amendment right of freely 
practicing religion 

City Attorney Aguirre also settled a 
class-action lawsuit which was filed after 
city workers escorted by police seized and 
destroyed the possessions of homeless men 
and women, including their medicines, 
priceless photos, even toothbrushes. The 
San Diego ACLU and the Dreher Law 
Firm had asked the court for a permanent 
injunction stopping the city from massive 
sweeps and the wholesale destruction of 
people’s personal possessions. 

Of course, like an honest sheriff in the 
Old West, no one who opposes the city’s 
bad guys lasts for long in San Diego. 
Aguirre’s re-election was doomed as the 
oligarchy settled on a former right-wing 
state legislator, Jan Goldsmith, and fun- 
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Spun Into Lies, Truth 


Plummets 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


Grief is the curse of the jobless. 
Conservatives foist platitudes, 
push bootstrap hoisting, 

insist everything will be fine. 


May you conservatives never go hungry 
lest that chipper upbeat denial 
desert you 
when everything’s not fine 
for you. 


neled millions of dollars and “volunteers” 
into defeating Aguirre. 

The local Food Not Bombs group still 
feeds the poor in North Park each Sunday 
afternoon but it is small scale, almost like 
a family picnic, and in the last few years 
the police have left it alone. 

“No Place at the Table,” a report 
issued in July 2010 by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless and the 
National Law Center on Homelessness 
and Poverty, looks at the efforts of cities 
across the nation to not only criminalize 
the homeless, but make it a crime for 
those humanitarians and people of faith 
who are called to share food with those 
who have none. San Diego was among the 
23 communities which were blasted in the 
study for developing types of laws and 
tactics which restricted or outlawed feed- 
ing the poor. 

“No Place at the Table” stressed that 
access to food is both a human need and 
right. “As the recession and foreclosure 
crisis drive dramatic increases in poverty 
and homelessness, communities should be 
embracing solutions to homelessness, 
rather than punishing people for feeding 
those in need,” said Maria Foscarinis, 


executive director of the Law Center, in 
releasing the study. 

The report shows that in 2009 there 
was a 26 percent increase in demand for 
food assistance in all the cities surveyed 
and 25 percent of those demands went 
unmet. To starve people who are down on 
their luck, or too fragile to compete in our 
dog-eat-dog world, in the hopes that they 
will move on, shows the depths of deprav- 
ity to which we have sunk as a society. 

We must set aside attempts to define 
the worthiness of hungry and homeless 
human beings; and stop determining who 
has earned a place at the table. Those 
shadows passing us on the streets, lugging 
all they own in the world, many strug- 
gling for a moment of life in decency and 
relevance, clinging to their personhood in 
the face of hate and disgust, should not be 
further victimized by starvation. Even 
Charles Manson and Bernie Madoff get 
three meals a day in prison. 

In San Diego, we’re responding by try- 
ing to buy a food truck for the homeless. 
If the city refuses to give us a health per- 
mit because we are giving the food away, 
we will sell it at | cent per meal. After all, 
there are no price controls in modern cor- 
porate-owned capitalism. 

Help us purchase the food truck. Send 
your checks made out to Lyle Neptun Co. 
2260 El Cajon Blvd. #907, San Diego, Ca. 
92104 with donation-food truck in the 
memo section. The Lyle Neptun Co. will 
be apply for the permit to operate the 
feeding van to get around the city’s war 
on the homeless. 


Rocky Neptun is director of the San Diego 
Renters Union and is acting manager of the 
Casa de los Olvidados, a refuge for street kids 
with HIV-Aids in Tijuana, Mexico. He is a 
member of the San Diego Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers). He can be reached at (619) 
450-9804 or rockyneptun@ gmail.com 
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U.S. Government Conceals Housing 
Violations in Report to United Nations 


“What is needed is a change 
in the mindset and motiva- 
tion of our elected leaders to 
say that housing is not just a 
commodity, but a basic 

* human need, and a basic 
human right.” 


by Andy Beres, National Law 
Center on Homelessness & Poverty 


WASHINGTON, D.C.— Despite the 
millions of people living homeless on the 
streets, and millions more at risk of losing 
their housing, the U.S. government issued 
a report on August 23, 2010, painting an 
overly rosy picture of the status of human 
rights in the United States. 

iii 1ts report to the UN Human Rights 
Council, the government acknowledged 
the underlying importance of housing to 
many rights, stating, “The ability to access 
quality and affordable housing has a sub- 
stantial impact on a person’s health, edu- 
cation, and economic opportunities.” 

However, it diminished the current 
housing crisis by saying only, “Although 
we are fortunate to have a high-quality 
housing stock and a high percentage of 
home ownership, meeting our nation’s 
housing needs will require continued 
effort, particularly in expanding the avail- 
ability of affordable housing in all com- 
munities as our population grows.” 

The report follows a series of listening 
sessions across the country, where the 
government gathered input from people 
regarding their human rights. Following 
these consultations, when asked what 
human rights issue was highlighted most, 
David Sullivan, Attorney-Adviser at the 
U.S. Department of State, said: “Housing. 
We have heard more about housing than 
you would believe in these sessions. If I 
had to pick the number one issue brought 
to the U.S., it would be housing.” 

“Given the degree of suffering being 
experienced by American families and 
individuals right now, it is disappointing 
that the input from homeless and low- 
income individuals was not reflected in 
the government’s report,” said Maria 
Foscarinis, executive director of the 
National Law Center on Homelessness & 
Poverty (“the Law Center’), which helped 
to coordinate testimonies for the process. 

“President Obama has already 
acknowledged that in the wealthiest coun- 
try, it is not acceptable to have families 
homeless on the streets, but this report 
neither acknowledges the severity of the 
housing and homelessness crisis in the 
U.S., nor identifies specific steps that the 
government will take to address it.” 

The U.S. report is part of a new proce- 
dure of review, through which the UN 
Council reviews the human rights records 
of every country in the world every four 
years. This is the first time the United 
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When asked what human rights issue was highlighted most, © 
David Sullivan, Attorney-Adviser at the U.S. Department of 
State, said: “Housing. We have heard more about housing 
than you would believe in these sessions. If I had to pick the 
number one issue brought to the U'S., it would be housing.” 


States has undergone this review. 

“There are more vacant apartments and 
homes across this country than there are 
homeless persons. We have the tools to 
protect the right to housing in this coun- 
try,” said Eric Tars, human rights program 
director at the Law Center. 

“What is needed is a change in the 
mindset and motivation of our elected 
leaders to say that housing is not just a 
commodity, but a basic human need, and 
a basic human right. This report was a 
chance to make a strong statement in that 
regard, and it is sad to see our leaders shy- 
ing away from this opportunity.” 

Earlier this year, a coalition led by the 
National Law Center on Homelessness & 
Poverty submitted a report focused on 
U.S. violations of housing rights, and 
offering concrete steps the government 
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can take toward realizing a human right to 
housing, including stopping the destruc- 
tion of public housing, ceasing the crimi- 
nalization of homelessness, and remedy- 
ing historical discrimination in the hous- 
ing market. 

The UN Human Rights Council will 
conduct hearings on the U.S. report on 
November 5 in Geneva, Switzerland, and 
will issue recommendations for how the 
United States can better meet its obliga- 
tions to protect and ensure human rights 
for all Americans. 


The National Law Center on Homelessness 
& Poverty’s mission is to prevent and end 
homelessness by serving as the legal arm of 
the nationwide movement to end homeless- 
ness. To achieve its mission, the Law Center 
pursues three main strategies: impact litigation, 
policy advocacy, and public education. 
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Housing Is a 
Human Right 


by the National Law Center On 
Homelessness & Poverty 


In 1944, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt declared that the United 
States had adopted a “second Bill of 
Rights,” including the right to a decent 
home. The United States signed the 
United Nation’s Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1948, recognizing 
housing as a human right. 

Since that time, the concept of the 
right to housing has been further devel- 
oped at the international level. However, 
the United States has fallen behind the 
rest of the world in making this right a 
reality. France, Scotland, South Africa 
and Ecuador have adopted the right to 
housing in their constitutions or legisla- 
tion, leading to improved housing. 

Recent polling indicates that over 50 
percent of Americans strongly believe 
that adequate housing is a human right, 
} and two-thirds believe that government 
programs may need to be expanded to 
ensure this right. Nevertheless, govern- 
ment policies have not traditionally 
treated housing as a right, and thus the 
housing needs of the most vulnerable 
Americans have gone unfulfilled. 

U.S. housing advocates can and 
should use international human rights 
standards to reframe the public debate, 
craft and support legislative proposals, 
supplement legal claims in court, advo- 
cate in international forums and support 
community organizing efforts. 

The right to housing has been devel- 
oped through a number of international 
treaties and other documents. First 
included in the Universal Declaration of 


Human Rights in 1948, the right to 
housing was codified in the 


International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in 
1966. The United States has signed, but 
not ratified the ICESCR, and thus is not 
strictly bound to uphold the right to 
housing as framed in that document. 
However, the United States has rati- 
fied the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (ICERD) and the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), both of which 
recognize the right to non-discrimina- 
tion on the basis of race or other status, 
including in housing. 
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of Hate Crimes 


The number of hate crimes 
against homeless people 
rises, with one of the dead- 
liest years on record. 


from page I 


smashing a bottle over his head before 
fleeing. Doctors attempted to operate in 
order to reduce “massive swelling” in his 
brain but were too late. 

Robert Evans, a friend of Stiles, lived 
and camped with Stiles for many years. 
“He was a real nice guy,” Evans said. Stiles 
suffered from severe depression and pain 
resulting from a disability. Santa Barbara 
closed his case in March but then reopened 
it in May after the coroner’s report said 
Stiles died due to blunt force trauma. 


Teen Bragged About Killing 


Hamoeloss Man 


Bhwaretwwvn are 


Colorado Springs, Colorado 


February 5, 2009: David Doyle, age 
55, was sleeping on a pedestrian bridge 
when Taylor Lane Gwaltney, 19, biked 
past him. Gwaltney later returned to kill 
Doyle, hitting him up to 16 times with a 
skateboard. Gwaltney then bragged to 
over a dozen other teens that he had 
“killed a bum.” Doyle was a dirt bike 
racer in the ‘70s and ‘80s and worked in 
Colorado Springs for years before recent- 
ly becoming homeless. Many community 
members and friends gathered in honor of 
Doyle after his death. Gwaltney was con- 
victed of first-degree murder and received 
a mandatory life sentence without parole. 


Student Kills Homeless Man 
Based on Prejudice 
Houston, Texas 


February 7, 2009: A 32-year-old uni- 
versity student has been charged in the 
early-morning killing of a 47-year-old 
homeless man named Joe Tall. Jeremy 
Lee Pierce remains jailed after being for- 
mally charged with the shooting murder. 
Joe Tall was found lying on a Metro bus 
bench with at least one bullet hole in his 
head on the University of Houston cam- 
pus. He was discovered by a student rid- 
ing his bike to work when he noticed 
blood dripping from the victim. 

The murder of Tall is being referred to 
by investigators as a “thrill kill.’ Pierce 
was known by other students as an 
aggressive person and is quoted as saying 
that the homeless are a “blight to society.” 


Four Men Assault and 


Murder Homeless Man 
San Francisco, California 


February 15, 2009: Police believe 
four men were involved in an extremely 
aggressive assault on two homeless men. 
One homeless man was able to escape the 
- assailants with minimal injuries; but Peter 
Azadian, 57, who had been living under a 
door frame in the area, later died at a hos- 
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pital. His death was caused by blunt force 
impacts. 


Homeless Women Brutally 
Beaten and Murdered 


Galveston, Texas 


February 20, 2009: An inmate has 
been charged in connection with the mur- 
der of two homeless women. The women 
were 56 and 51 years old and their bodies 
were found 15 days apart, on February 5 
and on February 20, near vacant houses. 
According to police, homeless people 
have been using the houses as refuge from 
the elements. David Ray Williams, 22, 
allegedly murdered two women by beat- 
ing them on their neck, face, and head. 

The bodies of the women were discov- 
ered by children playing in the building 
and by an electric meter worker, respec- 
tively. Police believe that the women were 
sexually assaulted, based on the haggard 
condition of their clothing. Patrols were 
increased in the area in the hopes of find- 
ing potential leads but the case broke 
when DNA evidence linking Williams to 
the murder was discovered. 


Vietnam Veteran Becomes 
Victim of Homeless Attack 
Bradenton, Florida 


_ February 23, 2009: Daniel Case, age 
59, a Vietnam War veteran, was killed 
while sleeping behind a local business. 
Upon his return to the United States, Case 
suffered from post-traumatic stress syn- 
drome, constantly having night terrors and 
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The National Coalition for the Homeless dedicates this report to the thou- 


sands of un-housed women and men who in spite of living in a country of laws 
and protections, are victims of bias-motivated offenses. 
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an inability to function out of depression 
and fear. Case felt that his disruptive 
behavior was unfair to his wife and three 
children and decided to move to Florida 
for their own well-being. He was attempt- 
ing to find work in the factory industry, 


and was planning to get off the streets by 
living with one of his daughters. 


Case had established a relationship with 
a local business and was allowed to sleep 
behind the building in return for custodial 
labor. He was attacked by Luis A. Rincon, 
17, and Robert A. Ramirez, 18, who were 
both members of a local street gang. They 
severely beat him with a bat and golf club. 
The attack seemed unprovoked, according 
to police. Case was found dead in his lawn 
chair the following morning. Rincon will 
serve a 30-year prison sentence for his part 
in Case’s death. 


Couple Charged with Killing 
Homeless Man 
Laredo, Texas 


March 25, 2009: Cruz Ramos, Jr., age 
21, and Priscilla Garcia-Solis, 19, were 
arrested in Laredo, Texas, after Ramos 
admitted to murdering a 28-year-old 
homeless victim. The couple had a verbal 
altercation with the victim but left without 
a physical incident. Later, the attackers 
returned to confront the homeless man, 
after collecting a wooden ax from Ramos’ 
home. Ramos then began to assault the 
victim with the wooden ax handle while 
Garcia-Solis violently kicked him. Police 
found the homeless victim dead in an 
abandoned building. The pair has been 
charged with felony murder. Ramos is 
serving a 30-year prison sentence for the 
crime, while Garcia-Solis awaits a trial. 


Man Left for Dead in Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 


April 1, 2009: While waiting for a bus, 
a homeless man was attacked by two 
teenaged males. The attack was caught on 
surveillance camera, and investigated by 
the Kansas City Police. When the homeless 
man was punched, he collapsed into the 
street and was run over by a car minutes 
later. He was left in the street as his attack- 
ers fled, and later died in the hospital. 


Teen Charged with Murder 


of Homeless Man 
Holden Heights, Florida 


April 17, 2009: The body of Ora James 
Light, a 51-year-old homeless man, was 
found under Interstate 4. Light’s abandoned 
body was found with multiple stab wounds. 
An 18-year-old male, Tyler Sturdivant, 
originally denied any connection to Light 
but later admitted that he killed Light, 
claiming it was in self-defense. 


Three Men Beat Homeless 


Man to Death 
Tampa, Florida 


April 17, 2009: Anthony Chatteron, 
40, was killed by three men after a verbal 
argument. Chatteron believed the men had 
stolen from him. Chatteron died at the 
scene after suffering from trauma to his 
upper body. The men fled the scene and 
took off in a car with a female driver. The 
police have not identified the suspects. 


Teens Kill Homeless Man 
Redding, California 


- Aprit 16, 2609: Three teenage boys 
are facing murder charges after they beat 
a local homeless man to death. Using 
metal pipes and makeshift bats, the trio 
continually smashed the skull of Timothy 
Alcorn, 48 years old, until he lost con- 
sciousness. Albert Sanchez, 18, John 
Hadiey Thompson, 15, and Jared Cory 


- Voss, 17, then attempted to hide the body 


under a bush on the outskirts of the forest. 

One of the teens described the attack as 
liberating, stating that, “it felt good” to beat 
Alcorn. He continued to say that he could 
not stop himself from striking Alcorn and 
was 90 percent sure that he had killed him. 
The attacks were clearly premeditated and 
deliberate, as the teens met earlier in the 
day at a local fast food restaurant where the 


plan to “kick a bum’s ass” came to fruition. 
Deputy District Attorney Stew Jankowitz 


referred to the three teens as a “roving pack 
of predators.” 


Homeless Man in 
Wheelchair Found Dead 
Santa Barbara, California 


April 23, 2009: Allan McKibben, a 
homeless man in a wheelchair, was found 
dead by a train station, without his pros- 
thetic leg. His face had been scratched and 
his tongue was severely bitten. Besides 
that, McKibben also had injuries to his 
collarbone and spine. Advocates believe 
that the circumstances of McKibben’s 
death indicate foul play; officials believe 
that some of his injuries may have been 
sustained before his death. 


Homeless Man Killed in 
Unprovoked Beating 
Kankakee, Illinios 


April 27, 2009: Edwin D. Smith, 29, 
was found by two fishermen after he was 
beaten to death in the Water Street Park. 
Smith died from internal injuries in what 
police are considering an unprovoked beat- 
ing. Caleb L. Atteberry, 32, was arrested 
the next day and has been charged with 


- first-degree murder and two.cases.of aggra- 


vated battery in Smith’s death. Atteberry is 


‘expected to plead guilty and be sentenced to 
"~20 years in prison. 


Gang Members Murder 


Homeless Man 
Watsonville, ‘California 


April 29, 2009: Six gang members, 
ages 12 to 19, chased, beat, stabbed, and 
killed 44-year-old Jose Marie Barajas. 
The group had been harassing Barajas for 
two weeks before the night they murdered 
him. The gang members beat him with 
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bottles, sticks, and clubs before stabbing 
him three times. The gang members were 
motivated by the location of the campsite 
where Barajas was a resident and leader. 
It was located in their street gang turf. 


Homeless Man Murdered in 
Drunken Rage 
Eugene, Oregon 


May I1, 2009: Police in Eugene are 
investigating the death of homeless resi- 
dent Herbert Taylor Bishop, age 56. He 
was discovered in a wooded area with 
severe blood loss and head trauma. 

Bishop, known to friends and residents 

as Pac-Man, is suspected te have been 
murdered by two men, Michael Andrew 
Baughman, age 22, and Ryan Eugene 
Casch, also 22. The men viciously beat 
Pac-Man to death with blunt objects. 

According to witness accounts, the duo 
went into the park “looking for someone 
to beat up.” Both men testified to attack- 
ing the Pac-Man in a drunken rage. Each 
man received a 25-year sentence. 


One Homeless Man Beaten, 
Another Set on Fire 
Trenton, New Jersey 


May 14, 2009: John Madden, 58, died 
after suffering a beating with a blunt 
object. His body was found with severe 
trauma to his head and chest. It was later 
identified that he sustained substantial 
brain bleeding and injuries to both sides 
of his head. He was transported in an 
unconscious state to Capital Health 
Hospital, but never awoke. Police have 
identified these types of injuries as consis- 
tent with assault, not a fall or accident. 
Another man is recovering in a 
Philadelphia hospital after being set on 
fire. While sleeping in a vacant structure, 
an unidentified man was burned when 
someone set his mattress on fire. He also 
sustained lacerations to his face. The 
motive behind the attacks remains 
unknown, but police presumed that the 
violence was directly related to the vic- 
tims’ homelessness. 


Homeless Man Beaten to 


Death with a Rock 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


May 31, 2009: Seventeen-year-old 
Carlos Molina-Alvarez was charged with 
first-degree murder in the killing of a 
homeless man after repeatedly hitting him 
with a rock. The homeless man, Karl 
Chilcoat, age 52, suffered a crushed skull 
from the multiple blows from the heavy 
object. The attack seems to be unpro- 
voked. Alvarez will stand trial.as an adult. 


_ Attack on Homeless Man 
Ends in Homicide 
Eugene, Oregon 


June 28, 2009: A Eugene man sus- 
. “pected of carrying out.an assault on a 
“homeless person has been indicted on 
manslaughter and assault charges after the 
homeless man.died from a closed head 
injury. Gerald Wudarski, a 53-year-old 
homeless man, wandered into Corey 
Freeman’s property looking for aluminum 
cans when Freeman confronted and 
chased Wudarski and another man down 
the street. Freeman caught up with 


STREET SPIRIT 


“Richie”’ 


Wudarski and punched him in the head. 

Police were called by a neighbor and 
cited Wudarski with criminal trespassing. 
He was inspected by paramedics and no 
serious injuries were found. The last time 
Wudarski was seen alive is on a video 
surveillance tape taken shortly after 6 a.m. 
at a local laundry mat. When employees 
found Wudarski unresponsive an hour 
later, he was transported and later pro- 
nounced dead at a local hospital. 
Freeman, 28, was sentenced to two years 
after pleading guilty to criminally negli- 
gent homicide. 


Homeless Man Left for Dead 
in Alley 


Meridian, Mississippi 


June 29, 2009: The body of homeless 
man David Caraway, 52, was found in an 
alley behind a Hope Village Thrift Shop. 
Upon initial review, physical evidence of 
a struggle was not apparent. Once his 
body made it to the autopsy, it was dis- 
covered that he had already been dead for 
two days. Physicians determined that he 
died of internal bleeding as a result of 
blunt force trauma to his body. It was thus 
declared a homicide. 

Five teens have been charged with the 
murder of Caraway, yet their motive for 
this gruesome act is still unknown. The 
teens, aged 16, 17, 18, 19, and 19, were 
all arrested and charged with capital mur- 


der. There does not seem to be aclearpur- - 
‘pose for the attacks besides his housing 


status, as his possessions were not taken. 


Detectives Investigate Body 
of Burned Homeless Man 
~ Los Angeles, California ~~ 


July 2, 2009: Los Angeles police are 
investigating the suspicious death of a 
homeless man who was found with burns 
marks on his upper body and face. 
Investigators are trying to determine 
whether the man suffered the burns before 
or after his death. Locals say the homeless 
man was a frequent resident of the area. 
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‘Nicest Guy in the World’ 
Stabbed to Death 


Bucks County, Pennsylvania 


July 7, 2009: John “Jack” Reil, 58, 
died, leaving many of his family and 
friends devastated. “Nicest guy in the 
world,” and “Angel,” were just a few of 
the words used to described Reil. He 
worked for 20 years for the same compa- 
ny as a forklift operator before he suc- 


~ cumbed to his alcoholism. He lived with 


other homeless people in a “canal town” 
where his absence will be felt most. 
According to his former “roommates,” 
homeless beatings are common. They 
report “kids” come to hate and steal from 
the homeless. Reil was found stabbed 
multiple times in an apartment complex 
parking lot, according to police. Jamal 
Smith, 23, has been arrested after he 
allegedly admitted to stabbing Reil 14 
times. He is being held on $5 million bail. 


Homeless Man Brutally 
Beaten to Death 
Anchorage, Alaska 


July 12, 2009: Two boys, Marc Ewing 
and Lawrence Lobdell, both 18 years of 
age, were charged with second-degree mur- 
der after stomping a homeless man to 
death. It was discovered that they were 
drunk and high on marijuana. According to 
police reports, they were craving food and 
liquor when they assaulted the man. While 
walking through a park with a female com- 
panion, they came across James Lockery, 
37, a homeless man, trying to sleep. The 


duo attacked the sleeping Lockery and stole 
“his belongings. Lockery +had seven dollars: 
- and a-case of beer, OS : 


Homeless Man Stabbed 16 
Times by Teenagers 
Ocoee, Florida 


July 22, 2009: Two teenagers were 
riding their all-terrain vehicles one day 
when they came across the tent of 30- 
year-old Joel Boner. The teenagers, 


Hawthorne and Milner, both 19 years old, 
knew that this man was a homeless mem- 
ber of the community. They demanded 
that he leave the park where he slept. It is 
believed that Boner came out of his tent 
and told the teens that he would not leave. 
This caused Hawthorne and Boner to get 
into a physical fight, which ended up with 
Boner being stabbed 15 times in the back 
and once in the front. 

The teens then took pictures of 
Hawthorne flexing without a shirt on and 
with a camera phone. The teen left the 
homeless man bleeding and asking for 
help at the scene. Hawthorne is being 
charged with murder. In July of 2010, a 
jury found Hawthorne guilty of second- 
degree murder. In August of 2010, he was 
sentenced to 38 years in prison. 


Homeless Man Killed by 
_ Fifteen-Year-Old Teen 
Reno, Nevada 


July 22, 2009: Eric Burkhart, age 55, 
was beaten, stomped, and kicked to death 
at his homeless camp. James Pineda, age 
15, and his aunt, Cheryl McFarland, who 
was currently homeless herself, showed 

up at the camp in the middle of the night 

to collect money Burkhart owed them for 
a speaker that he had damaged two weeks 
before. Burkhart had already given Pineda 
20 dollars for the speaker, and on the 
night of his murder, Pineda and 
McFarland took six dollars, a portable 
radio, and some cigarettes from him. 
Burkhart was found dead with wounds on 
his face, chest, and groin. Pineda pleaded 
guilty to second-degree murder and faces 
prison time of ten years to life. 


Four Stabbings on Sunset 
Boulevard 
Hollywood, California 


August 6, 2009: Four homeless men 
were stabbed by 53-year-old Domingo 
Rodas. Police are continuing to investi- 
gate the motive behind Rodas’ stabbing 
spree. The only immediate connection 
between the victims appears to be their 
homelessness. All four victims were taken 
to the hospital. Unfortunately, two men 
died as a result of their injuries. Keith 
Falin, 43, and Roger Cota, 53, succumbed 
to multiple stab wounds. The other two 
men, 44 and 51 years old, are listed in sta- 
ble condition. 


Homeless Man Beaten and 
Kicked to Death 
Monsey, New York 


August 9, 2009: Mariusz Lopata, a 20- 
year-old Polish citizen, was arrested and 
charged with the murder of a 54-year-old 
homeless man on the night that he was to 
return to Poland. Lopata faced second- 
degree murder charges and was held with- 
out bail. Judge Schoenberger refused to 
release Lopata due to the severity of the 
offence and because he had plans to leave 
the country. Medical examiners have 
determined that the victim died of multi- 
ple injuries, including facial fractures and 


‘internal bleeding caused by repeated 


punches and kicks. 

Four Homeless Men 

- Murdered in Four Months 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


August 14, 2009: James Mendola, age 
41, was found badly beaten and dead neara 


“Desert Inn in Iuas Vegas, Nevada. He is the 
~ fourth homeless person to have been found. 


murdered in as many months, according to 
Metro Police. Police have arrested Steven 
Montoya, 46, who is accused of punching 
and kicking Minnich who was begging for 
money. Linda Lera-Randle El, director of 
Straight from the Streets said, “There is def- 


initely fear among them because it 1s a lot 
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Coffee and Conversation with a Homeless Man 


by Jack Bragen 


y wife dropped me off at 

Starbucks while she and her 

friend went shopping at a 

nearby store. My usual 
order was the largest iced coffee that they 
have, and then I go back for one or two 
refills. By the time I finish sipping the 
second refill, my wife has usually 
returned to pick me up. 

I sat on their patio smoking cigarettes, 
and I noticed that at the table next to 
mine, an apparently homeless man had sat 
down. Soon it was time for my refill, and 
I got up and checked my pockets for the 
change to pay for the refill, and realized 
that I would have to use my debit card to 
get my coffee; I had no change or bills. 
Usually, there is one or two dollars lurk- 
ing in my wallet, and several coins in my 
pocket, but today, nothing. 

I stood up and went to go get the refill, 
but not before catching a disapproving 
look from a proper-looking woman in her 
seventies, who seemed to think I 
shouldn’t sit near a homeless man. I don’t 
know what she thought, but I am not here 
for all people’s approval. 

Upon returning to the patio with my 
refill, I saw that the homeless man was 
now sitting at the table I had been using, 
and another couple sat at the adjacent 
table. He was apologetic and offered to 
get up, and I said that there was plenty of 
room at the table for both of us to sit. 

He proceeded to eat his dinner, a 
chicken sandwich with slurpee (which I 
knew were affordable from 7-Eleven); 
and I proceeded to smoke cigarettes and 
drink more iced coffee. At some point, I 
made a remark that was intended to make 
conversation, and the homeless man next 
to me seized on the cue. We ended up 
having a conversation that lasted over an 
hour until he went on his way, on his 
bicycle, saying that he had things to take 
care of where he lived. 

By then, I had caught more disapprov- 
ing looks, some of them from Starbucks 
employees, but no one made any remarks 
to me about it. Our conversation was 
mostly small talk, and included the fact 


This man was in his early sixties and had been homeless 
for many years. Yet he kept his hair combed, and he 
spoke clearly and reasonably. Sure, he had some anger 
concerning his plight, but who wouldn’t? It seems that 
fate had dealt him a few too many blows, and this is 


where he had ended up. 


Art by Christa Occhiogrosso 


that times had certainly changed. He had 
worked hard for years until his health had 
gotten worse and he could no longer per- 
form at his job. 

He had applied for Social Security, and 
apparently they had told him that he 
couldn’t qualify for benefits solely on the 
basis of depression. He compared this to 
the success at getting benefits of other 
people he knew who were addicted to ille- 
gal drugs — who often qualify for bene- 
fits due to the damage that the drugs have 
done to them. He talked a little bit about 
the struggle to survive. 

We joked together about how smoking 
cigarettes is becoming illegal everywhere; 
but soon, marijuana is going to be legal 
because of the fact that the governor 
smokes it. He said his parents had both 
died of lung cancer, and that they both 
went through long and horrible deaths; so 
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of looking over your shoulder or looking 
over your back.” 


Homeless Man Stabbed to 
Death in Park 
Eugene, Oregon 


August 25, 2009: Lloyd Austin IV, 30 
years old, plead not guilty to the murder 
of James David Pelfrey, age 36. Pelfrey 
was found stabbed to death in the park. A 
grand jury indicted Gannon in connection 
with the stabbing and well as other misde- 
meanor charges including carrying a con- 
cealed weapon, escaping arrest, and 
attempted unlawful entry of a motor vehi- 
cle. On August 18, 2010, a judge convict- 
ed Austin of murder and sentenced him to 
25-years-to-life in prison. 


Killer Cuts Off Finger of 
Homeless Man as Trophy 
Edmond, Oklahoma 


October 18, 2009: According to a court 
affidavit, an informant told police that 
Adam Mason, 19, had bragged about 
killing a homeless man and had been plan- 
ning to do so for months. In addition, sever- 
al people reported to police that Mason cut 
off the finger of his homeless victim and 
was showing it off like a trophy. 


According to court reports, Mason 
gave the finger to 19-year-old Heather 
Irene Parker who threw it away. Morgan 
is charged with first-degree murder, while 
Nikolas David Kerr, 19, and Heather Irene 
Parker have been charged as accessories 
after the fact. The 54-year-old homeless 
man was known as “Bicycle Bob” 
throughout the community, because he 
was often seen riding his bike through the 
Oklahoma City suburb. Police report that 
Mason, “was very excited and happy,” 
following the killing. 


Homeless Man Shot with 
High-powered Rifle 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 


October 21, 2009: Jim Davis, 46, was 
walking along a busy intersection in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, when some- 
one drove up and shot him with a high- 
powered rifle. Police still have no leads, 
no suspects, and no understanding of the 
motivation behind this brutal and sense- 
less crime. Davis’ sister told reporters, 
“Maybe they say this is a homeless man 
on the street, somebody killed him, oh 
well and let it go.” 

However, detectives are determined 
not to “let it go” and continue to air the 
case every Wednesday night on the “THV 
10:00 Difference,” a television program in 
Little Rock featuring Arkansas’ cold 


he could understand how many people 
would want to end smoking. 

He said that no one should be forced to 
breathe tobacco smoke, but that some- 
times a cigarette was the only pleasure 
that a person could look forward to in life. 
He described to me the difficulty in get- 
ting butts out of ashtrays while avoiding 
getting in trouble for this. 

He finally got up the nerve to ask for a 
cigarette, and that’s when I gave one to 
him. I probably should have just offered 
him the smoke to begin with, but that isn’t 
how I do things. I mentioned to him that 
young kids are always trying to get ciga- 
rettes from me, -and boy, do they get mad 
when I turn down their request. 

This man must have been in his early 
sixties and had probably been homeless 
for many years. Yet I noticed that his 
glasses and his bicycle were kept in good 


cases. By mentioning the case every 
week, the family of Jim Davis and the 
police hope that someone who saw what 
happened that night will come forward 
with information. 


Homeless Man Murdered in 
Alley in Vicious Attack 
San Antonio, Texas 


November 1, 2009: Police have arrest- 
ed a 22-year-old man in connection with a 
vicious attack that killed a homeless man. 
Wilber Adalid Rodriguez is being charged 
with the murder of a 28-year-old homeless 
man, according to police. A witness told 
police that he heard the victim say, “No, 
I’m sorry I offend you,” just before what 
sounded like someone being hit with a 
piece of wood several times. The witness 
also reported hearing, “Don’t hit me any- 
more,” according to an affidavit. Police 
were Called to the scene but were unable to 
find the victim until the following morning. 
Police report that the victim was stabbed at 
least 13 times in the throat and stomach. 


Homeless Man Shot to Death 
While Sleeping in Tent 
Nashville, Tennessee 


November 3, 2009: While sleeping in 
a tent, Edward Matthews, 46, was fatally 
shot in the head. It is thought that the per- 
petrator may be the same individual who 
shot another homeless man, 60, in the 
mouth eight months earlier. Both attacks 
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condition. He kept his hair combed, and 
he spoke clearly and reasonably. He was 
not a crazy person. 

Sure, he had some anger concerning 
his plight, but who wouldn’t? It seems 
that fate had dealt him a few too many 
blows, and this is where he had ended up. 

He probably tolerated me partly 
because I wasn’t coming off as superior or 
preachy, and I wasn’t a do-gooder trying 
to rescue him. At no point did he ask me 
for spare change. And I didn’t offer any. 

My wife and her friend returned from 


shopping and caught a glimpse of this 


man before he left. While I drove away 
from Starbucks, my wife said that most 
people wouldn’t talk to a homeless person 
and that it was a nice thing. I replied that I 
write for a homeless newspaper and that if 
I shunned homeless people, it would make 
me a hypocrite. 


appeared unprovoked and occurred in the 
early morning hours. 


Security Guard Helps Solve 
Homeless Murder 
Pompano Beach, Florida 


December 12, 2009: Police are hailing 
a Pompano Beach security guard who 
provided “crucial” information required to 
capture 17-year-old gunman Harry Velez 
after he shot two men, killing one. 
Eustoquio Lopez, age 46, was killed after 
he was shot in the neck. Velez has been 
charged with first-degree murder while 
his accomplice, Brady John Fisher, age 
19, has been charged as an accessory after 
the fact according to officials. Police say 
the young men intended to rob the home- 
less man who seemed like an easy target. 


Two Arrested After Beating 
Homeless Man to Death 
Texarkana, Arkansas 


December 19, 2009: Two suspects 
have been arrested in the beating death of 
a homeless man. Demetris Jordan, 39, and 
his 17-year-old accomplice are in custody 
and charged with the second-degree mur- 
der of a 49-year-old homeless man named 
Jessie James Latham. The pair allegedly 
beat the homeless man to death with blunt 
objects. Police found the victim’s body 


behind an abandoned house. 
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The Injustice of Poverty and the Worship of Money 


‘The love of money is the root 
of all evil.’’ Our society has 
turned this truth upside down 
so that seeking wealth is now 
perceived as godlike. 


by Jack Bragen 


oney may not buy happiness, 
yet there must be a reason why 
Americans of all backgrounds 


and ethnicities want it so badly that they 
will do almost anything to get more of it 
— including participating in a humiliating 
“reality show” or working for many years 
on that perfect singing voice or upon 
some invention. 

Even worse, money often drives peo- 


ple to betray their consciences and to do ° 


criminal acts that harm others. The lust 
for the dollar can drive humans to commit 
completely debased acts. Corporations are 
formed so that people can commit injus- 
tices and even break the law without lia- 
bility to themselves; the consequences of 
these acts are sustained by the corporate 
entity. Corporate law says it’s all fair 
when you’re in the quest for money. 

Money itself is just money. It has no 
inherent moral, or other value. If you say, 
“Money is the root of all evil” you are 
misquoting the Bible. The correct state- 
ment is: “The love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil.’ Our society has turned 
this truth upside down so that the having 
and seeking of wealth is now perceived as 
godlike. Not having it is considered a sign 
of weakness and bad character. 

Society has. made poverty a sin. Poor 
people are automatically stereotyped as 
having an inferior, criminal and crude cat- 
egory of personhood. This is not accurate. 
These misconceptions are the result of 
moneyism, a form of bigotry that per- 
vades society. 

When you are poor, you have fewer 
choices in life. You may be stuck living in 
a poor and dangerous neighborhood. You 
will not be able to buy a new car and, in 
fact, may be stuck taking a bus. You will 
not be able to afford good, nutritious food. 
You may not have access to good medical 
and dental care. When you lack income, 
you are subject to physical suffering that 
the rich don’t have to deal with. 

When people are poor, every day can 
be a struggle to survive. This is something 
I don’t know much about because I have 
always had either family who could help 
me, or else I have had public benefits to 
live on, and in some instances I have been 
able to work to support myself. I have not 
lacked some type of income except for a 
couple of rare instances in my life. 

Yet I have sometimes lived alongside 
poor, or otherwise down-and-out people. In 
my late twenties and early thirties, I lived at 
_ a place called “Riverhouse,” which was an 
apartment complex intended for senior and 
disabled people. My experiences at this 
place left me a changed man. I spent time 
with some people who were dying, others 
who were previously homeless, others with 
disabilities similar to mine. 

The population was_ diverse. 
Riverhouse was a melting pot for many 
who would be considered “misfits.” I 
made friends there. Friendship comes 
more easily among the “down and out,” 
compared to those more fortunate who 
tend to put up more of a social barrier. 

I had a friend who was an athlete, a 
runner, a man who ran several miles each 
day. He also was dying of AIDS. I would 
sit with him or stand in the hallway, and I 
would share some of my strange theories 
with him about self-healing. He articulat- 
ed that what I was trying to do could be 
called, “Mind over matter.” 


He was very sick toward the end, and 
the illness had disfigured his face. And 
then, when this man was close to death, 
new medicines became available. It was 
close, but he pulled through. Last I heard, 
he had moved to Florida. 

The book called The Secret has gained 
tremendous popularity. It is a source of 
false hope that has attracted millions of 
participants. The concept isn’t new: “You 
can control your reality with your mind...” 
or something equivalent to that. 

As I got older, I’ve discovered it is a 
falsehood, a lie, that you can control your 
reality by thinking. There is no free lunch in 
this universe. It is easy for us to be fooled 
by our minds in that way, and this is 
because of how our minds are constructed. 
Our minds have a limited connection to the 
outside world and are prone to feeding on 
their own outputs. Our minds often take our 
final conclusions and use them as our basic 
assumptions. This is why people get fooled 
by their own minds, without requiring the 
help of anyone else. 

Yogis and Zen masters may be fond of 


Editorial by Jack Bragen 


about using her wealth to gain the 

advantage in the race for governor 
against Jerry Brown. She has been spend- 
ing massive amounts of wealth for televi- 
sion advertisements that focus on 
Brown’s perceived weaknesses and is 
focusing less on what her plans would be. 
This is partly because Whitman will 
revert to the same old tired philosophy of 
cutting taxes on the rich as her proposed 
solution to California’s ills. 


if is clear that Meg Whitman is not shy 


genuine, thought-out ideas that would 
actually address California’s problems. 
However, Brown’s campaign is being 
drowned-out amidst the loud voices of 
massive television advertisements. 
Whitman, just like Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, boasts that she is 
immune to the “special interests” due to 
the fact that she is super-rich already. 
However, Governor Arnold has already 
proven the falsity of this idea, by cutting 
taxes on the super-rich and eliminating 
regulations that have been put in place to 
protect the public, in order to be popular 
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Meanwhile, Brown might have some 


oat 


touting poverty as a virtue. Relinquishing 
the emotional need for money will make a 
person happier. However, some amount 
of money is needed if a person is to be 
fed, clothed, and/or sheltered. This is just 
how society operates. 

And, by the way, some of those “mas- 
ters” have become world-famous, and I 
doubt that they have to live on a few hun- 
dred dollars a month. If they claim 
“poverty,” it simply means that they have 
put the wealth in the name of their organi- 
zation, and not in their own name. They 
still inevitably will have some form of 
access to this wealth. They don’t look like 
they’re suffering from malnutrition. 

Actual poverty isn’t a virtue, yet it 
isn’t a reflection of bad character, either. 
It is a.circumstance, one that makes a per- 
son’s life much harder. People can 
become poor through a series of unfortu- 
nate circumstances, by having.a disability 
that interferes with earning money, or by 
not being able to fit in with one’s peers. 

It isn’t safe to assume that all poor 
people made themselves poor. Certainly, 


Meg Whitman: The Candidate of 


with his buddies in the rich people’s club. 
Whitman would do more of the same. 

Whitman wants to “fix education.” 
How does she intend to do that without 
spending money? The school system 
needs more funding, period. Making con- 
ditions harsher for the teachers is going to 
drive the remaining good instructors out of 
the field. It sounds to me like she plans to 
do that through creating a more punitive 
environment for teachers, in the name of 
creating incentives for performance. 

If teachers are starving, they can’t teach. 
If the school lunch program is gone, stu- 
dents can’t learn on an empty stomach. If 
textbooks are ten years old, the school sys- 
tem resembles that of a Third World coun- 
try. In fact, Whitman doesn’t have a clue as 
to how to fix education. 

Whitman wants to “Eliminate all the 
welfare cases.” Her definition of welfare 
cases seems to include former govern- 
ment employees living on their hard- 
earned pensions. Whitman wants to raid 
the state’s pension system. This would 
leave millions of seniors, who have 
worked hard for the state for 30 or more 
years, in a destitute predicament. 

She believes the welfare cases include 


fewer firefighters and police, fewer 


with dilapidated roads, crumbling 
bridges, and more people without a way 
to provide for themselves. 


are starving. Will her term as governor 
demonstrate this much dispassion? Let’s 
hope we never find out. 


“March’’ Drawing by Josh MacPhee 


See http://wraphome.org for 
art relating to social justice 


nonconformity, while touted in the hippie 
era as a good thing, today makes it much 
harder to live among others. Our culture 
has a very narrow range of behavior, 
speech and dress that are considered “nor- 
mal.” If you stray too far from that, you 
are branded as a freak. 

Not all persons find themselves able to 
fit this societal norm. It isn’t always a 
case of choosing to be different or to 
rebel. Conforming to society’s expecta- 
tions just doesn’t work for everyone. 
When someone is like this, ironically they 
aren’t elevated to sainthood, which maybe 
they ought to be, considering the words of 
the masters. Instead, they are considered 
unsuccessful, dirty and ignorant. 

People are often under the impression 
that they can discern someone’s intelli- 
gence by their appearance. People see oth- 
ers by their labels: “Homeless man,” 
“Psychotic person,” “Author,” “Urban 
Professional,” etc. All of these labels 
carry expectations as to appearance, 
speech, behavior, and income. Classism 
has taken over much of society. 


the Super-Rich 


disabled people, who for one reason or 
another, are unable to work full-time to 
support themselves. Not providing any 
safety net at all for disabled people is a 
harsh and cruel notion. 

Meg Whitman wants to “cut spend- 
ing,” which can only mean we will have 


libraries, fewer school facilities, along 


Whitman wants to “lower taxes,” but I 
am certain this will be targeted toward 
the rich and super-rich, people in her cir- 
cle with whom she wants to be popular. 
She already has stated that she wants to 
stimulate the economy with “targeted tax 
cuts.” This means tax cuts on big busi- 
nesses. This is the same “trickle down” 
theory that Reagan sold us more than 30 
years ago, now in new clothing. 

We know that Meg Whitman has a tal- 
ent and a desire to hoard massive 
amounts of wealth while those around her 
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by Sue Ellen Pector 
| Returning soldier, greeted _ 
_by bored indifference, — 
[ _arm-crossed disdain, 
nary a welcome LD you. 


; Your strongest par 
standing i in fo the fl 
you lost in awa 
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SLICK SATIN 
by Jack Hirschman 


The satin of BP’s slick 

has killed millions of fish 

and still it’s taxed shit-all, 

and 11 exploded corpses - 

are bloodcrusted on its hands. 
And don’t give me please 

the scolding of the President. 

He needs that fucking oil 

for his drones and copters 

to keep killing innocents abroad. 


Let’s hear it for... statistics: 

How many animals are murdered 
in the poor and battered Gulf? ~ 
How many soldiers suicided 

and overdosing in Afghanistan, 


ne ae teen CLI lS loca I Le 


meet the most gigantic cats in 
human history, licking our chops, 
dying for ratatouille between our teeth. 


Tragistan, Newyorkistan, Iranistan, “TN be he e dead so soon _ 
Sanfranciscistan. How many are ‘if I stop taking my _ | 
raising their knives to have done | medicine el docior Lee - 
with their humiliated lives leeforeibaried= - 
worth less than barrels of oil. nm mode she said | 
Or putting gun-barrels to brains God would take car eof me. J 
instead of making the BP rats ‘I'm still waiting _ _ 

| 


After Life on the Streets 


by Claire J. Baker 


How often, after we ioe passed, 

our families make us angels, saints 

. Out at sea" we tried to cast 

our anchors. After we have passed, | 
| had roughly sailed in tempest blast, 

our families lavish pretty paints 

on shadows. After we have passed 

they make us risen angels, saints. 


Harder Than nieet The Justice of Star 


by Sue Ellen Pector Shine 

‘I wish I could have sorted through by Sao Ellen Pector 
music that touched you, . 
clothing you touched, All the world S lost. 


photos you loved, __ Magic begets pain, sharpens focus, 
books that gave you joy and solace. 
‘I wish harder than might can 


that death had forgotten where you lived. 


Hope’s nothing but right, 
like the justice of star shine 
on river breezing midnights. 


